CFTN ABLAZE ALTAR PRAYER TEAM INFORMATION, EXPECATIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS


Prayer:
Lord, give us spiritual eyes to see people as You see them. Help us to love, respond to, and embrace them with Your heart, for the sake of Your reputation and to reach those who are lost. All for Your glory! AMEN!

Purpose:
Our desire is that each altar worker becomes a channel of God’s blessing when people respond to altar calls after God’s Word is preached. We pray that all who come to the altar receive a transforming touch from Almighty God. To achieve this, each prayer team member should have a passion for imparting God’s love and anointing to others.

The Significance of the Altar:
What makes the altar holy? Only God can make the altar holy! We are recipients of God’s holiness and power, revealed through His anointing.  
· In the Old Testament, the altar was where people met with God. Leviticus 9:23–24 states, “Moses and Aaron then went into the tent of meeting. When they came out, they blessed the people; and the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people. Fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions on the altar. And when all the people saw it, they shouted for joy and fell facedown.” (NIV)  
· The altar remains a place where people encounter God’s presence and power. As an altar ministry worker, you will help people experience this divine connection.

Goals and Objectives:
Goal: Ensure each person who comes for prayer experiences the presence and compassion of God, feels safe and loved, and develops a personal heart connection with Him.  
Objective: Enable altar workers to operate effectively in the gifts of the Spirit, resulting in transformed lives. Jesus said, “I am telling you the truth: those who believe in me will do what I do—yes, they will do even greater things, because I am going to the Father.” (John 14:12, GNT)  
Desire: Lead the lost to the miracle of salvation and minister to those in need of prayer in the name of Jesus.

Overview:
As people respond to God’s Word with needs for salvation, confession, healing, provision, deliverance, or other concerns, we will always point them to Jesus—He is the answer. Altar prayer is also available for those seeking a blessing or a deeper relationship with Him.

Guidelines and Principles:
General Information
· Altar/Prayer Team members are selected by invitation from leadership.  
· Members must exhibit humility, loyalty, and integrity, as these are essential for effective ministry. Zechariah 4:6 states, “Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord Almighty.” (NIV)  
· Luke 1:17 emphasizes preparing people for the Lord: “And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah… to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” (NIV)

Expectations for Altar/Prayer Team Members:
Team members should: 
· Be prepared to minister at all times.  
· Be in unity with those in authority (participation in Elements and Rewind is recommended).  
· Live a life above reproach.  
· Maintain a consistent prayer life and study of God’s Word.  
· Participate in the team’s Thursday’s online prayer meetings at least once a month. The one-hour prayer occurs every Thursday night at 8:00 PM (Pray line number: 617.691.8200).
· Be filled and led by the Holy Spirit, yielding to His prompting in every situation.  
· Understand that the Holy Spirit works gently, never forcing action without first engaging a person’s spirit (Luke 12:35, NIV).

Preparation for Ministry:
· Prioritize your personal relationship with God through prayer and devotion.  
· Pray for the service and those God will bring to the altar.  
· Consider fasting one day during the week and on the morning of the service, if possible.  
· Meditate on Luke 4:18: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor…” (NIV).  
· If struggling with personal sin or issues that may hinder the Holy Spirit, step back and allow others to minister.  
Prayer at the altar is a serious responsibility, as it can have spiritual and physical life-and-death implications. People come expecting God’s mercy and grace (Hebrews 4:16), but their expectations must align with God’s will (James 4:3). God provides peace and sufficient grace to glorify Him in every situation.

Ministry Principles:
1. Prayer as an Act of Love: Focus on loving the person in front of you. Pray to be filled with the Holy Spirit, allowing His love to flow through you (1 Corinthians 13:1–8).  
2. Seek God’s Guidance: Pray for wisdom, power, counsel, knowledge, and understanding.  
3. Be Invisible: The focus is on God, not the prayer team member.  

Ministry Interaction:
1. Engage with Compassion:  
· Introduce yourself and ask them their name.
· Give the individual your full attention, maintaining eye contact.  
· Show respect, humility, and compassion.  
· Ask permission before physical touch (e.g., holding a hand or touching a shoulder).  
· Comfort and exhort as needed.  

2. Encourage Humbly:  
· Offer words of encouragement or challenge humbly, avoiding phrases like “thus says the Lord.”  
· Never condemn, e.g., by saying, “You don’t have enough faith.”  

3. Listen to the Holy Spirit:  
· Listen to the person but prioritize the Holy Spirit’s guidance.  
· If you sense the Spirit speaking, discern whether to share or pray silently.  
· Prophetic words must be submitted humbly for the individual’s evaluation, as false words can lead to harmful decisions.  

4. Maintain Confidentiality: 
· Keep the altar a safe place by protecting privacy.  

5. Be Observant:  
· Keep your eyes open to watch what God is doing.  
· Be sensitive to the person’s body language and the Spirit’s leading.  
· Allow time for the individual to share if prompted by the Spirit.  

6. Questions to Ask:
· “How can I pray for you?” (Avoid pressing for details.) Be prepared for requests for physical, spiritual, or emotional healing.  
· “Do you have a relationship with the Lord, Jesus?” Be ready to lead in repentance and salvation if needed.  
· For physical healing, involve elders to anoint with oil if requested (James 5:14–15). Believe in miracles and healing through prayer, while acknowledging God’s provision through medicine and doctors.  

Prayer Focus:
· Emphasize prayer over counseling due to time constraints. Invite the Holy Spirit to bring revelation and draw the person to Jesus.  
· Memorize apostolic prayers (Ephesians 1:17–19, 3:16–20) to guide your ministry.  
· Pray with thanksgiving and faith, proclaiming truth and blessing to counter lies or curses.  
· Take authority over the enemy’s lies, commanding them to leave, and declare Jesus’ lordship over the person’s mind, heart, and body. Encourage them to renounce lies themselves.  
· Invite the individual to pray for themselves when appropriate, fostering their authority in Christ.  
· Be specific in prayer, believing for answers that glorify God (Mark 11:20–24, Matthew 21:22, John 16:24).  

Discernment
· Identify potential spiritual barriers such as bitterness, unforgiveness, jealousy, anger, or occult involvement (Psalm 66:18). Gently ask if there’s anything to confess or repent.  
· Use the framework: Recognize, Reject, Repent, Replace.  
· Address unforgiveness, as it is critical to answered prayer (Matthew 6:14–15). Guide them to name the person they forgive, release them to God, and bless them (Matthew 5:44).  
· Physical, emotional, or mental issues may be linked to repentance or forgiveness (James 5:16, Matthew 18:21–35).  

Surrender and Trust
· Ensure the individual is surrendered to Christ. As they trust Jesus, anxiety, fear, and anger often dissipate.  
· A successful ministry time results in the person releasing their cares to God, praying for His kingdom and will, and leaving with faith, joy, and liberty.  

Conclusion of Prayer Time
· The goal is for individuals to experience God’s presence personally and leave encouraged, convicted, or both.  
· Assess if they need further prayer or counsel. If time permits, use the prayer room or follow up later with their contact information.  
· Be mindful of gender sensitivity when pairing for ministry.  
· Provide a relevant scripture for meditation, as the Word builds faith and understanding. Consider handing out a card with a verse and church information.  
· Offer resources like Bibles, classes, connect groups, or fellowships to support their growth.  
· If an individual requesting prayer desires counseling or deliverance, they are to be directed to call the church office.
We do not do deliverance at the Altar.  These situations rarely occur.  However, if someone should request deliverance or begin to manifest, immediately find one of the Ministry Altar Team Leaders.  Deliverance is for another time and place and needs great sensitivity, discernment and wisdom!  It is important for each Prayer Partner to follow this expectation.  If not, the Prayer Partner will be asked to step back from being an Alter Team Prayer Partner and may be required to meet with church leadership.  Reinstatement may occur following further training.  

Scriptures Referenced
· James 5:13–16 (NIV): “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray… Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick…”  
· Matthew 6:14–15 (NIV): “For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you…”  
· Matthew 8:17 (NIV): “…He Himself took our infirmities and bore our sicknesses.”

Responsibilities of Altar/Prayer Team Members
· Recognize the seriousness of altar calls and the enemy’s attempts to disrupt the Holy Spirit’s work.  
· Always ask permission before praying for someone.  
· Respect those who wish to pray alone at the altar.  
· Be equipped to lead people to salvation, recommitment, or the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  
· Escort disruptive individuals to the prayer room to avoid disturbing the congregation.  
· Seek guidance from leadership for unfamiliar situations.  
· Know the location of anointing oil and use it when appropriate.  

Physical Readiness
· Be neat, clean, and well-groomed.  
· Dress appropriately for service.   (I Timothy 2:9-10, I Peter 3:3-4 -  It goes both ways for men and women.)
· Speak pleasantly and smile.  
· Remain composed, regardless of what you hear or see.  
· Avoid giving non-spiritual advice (e.g., legal or professional counseling).  
· Treat each person with respect and dignity.  
· Keep interactions brief, focusing on prayer rather than lengthy discussions.  
· Point people to Jesus as the Savior, Healer, and Deliverer.  
· Avoid sharing personal problems, keeping the focus on Christ.  
· Use scripture when praying with individuals rather than personal opinions to address issues.  

Unity and Commitment
· Strive for unity by participating in prayer lines and opportunities.  
· If possible, fast one day a week to prepare spiritually.  

You will be blessed as you allow the Holy Spirit to work through you!
2

